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i *The BELL Scholars Soaety Is Now Offering Scholarships®

To help your family offset the costs of
school supplies, tutoring services, and
yes, even college, The BELL Schol-
ars Society will be awarding up
to 50 scholarships a year exclu-
sively to BELL scholars! We will
be rolling out our scholarship applica-
tion by March 1, 2010 with award val-
ues and details about how to apply. In
the meantime, here is a guide to the
types of scholarships we will offer:

1. Goals Scholarships: Thoughtful
goal-setting is key in enabling
scholars to reach their goals.

Scholar Spotlight: Q & A With Tayquan Pomare-Taylor

Every newsletter, we will feature an out-
standing BELL alum in our “Scholar
Spotlight.” This month, our Program
Manager, Gillian Pressman, sat down
with 8th grader Tayquan Pomare-Taylor!

Gillian: What activities are you involved
with after school?

Tayquan: [ krump a lot. I'm in many
different small groups, like Maydayz, G-
Fam, and Side Street. Other than that, |
do my homework and help out around
the house. I like to go bowling, play bas-
ketball, go skiing on weekends, and listen
to music.

G: What are three things you are very
good at!

T: Can it be four things? [ am good at
roller skating, basketball, dancing, and
math.

G: What is your favorite subject in
school?

T: Math is my favorite subject.
G: Are you good at it?

T: Yes. I am extremely gifted. I won Stu-
dent of the School Awards for math.

G: What do you want to be when you
grow up!

Scholars who complete our Indi-

vidualized Achievement Plan (IAP)
laying out their goals will be eligi-

eligible for these scholarships.

College Scholarships: We will be
awarding scholarships directly for

Check your mailbox in the next few
weeks for more information about

our scholarships!

college! Scholars who complete
our full College Scholarship appli-
cation, including essays and recom-
mendations, will be eligible for

ble for these scholarships.
2. Program Scholarships: After

school and summer programs help

scholars succeed in school and

develop positive behaviors. Schol-

ars who participate in structured
programs with adult mentors are

these awards.
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Read this newsletter? If so, send
an email with your full name,
your phone number, and the title
of your favorite article to
alumni@bellboston.org. Any
BELL scholar or BELL guardian
who sends us this email will be
automatically entered to win a
$200 Target Giftcard!

T: I want to be a scientist. Because that G: What is one challenge you faced in the

has all the categories involved. It has
math in it. It has English in it.

G: What kind of scientist do you want
to be?

T: I like to study astronomy. I'm inter-
ested in space—I like space; I like the
universe.

Tayquan is a 13-year-old BELL
scholar. He is a talented krump
dancer and is great at math.

G: Do you know that the universe is
growing all the time?

T: Yeah! Not many people know that!
The universe is growing all the time.
I'm gonna find out how that’s possible.

last year and how did you overcome it?

T: Performing on stage. When [ was in my
krump group. The leader of the group
pushed me on stage, and I didn’t want to
go. But then I started dancing, and started
going crazy, and I started feeling comfort-

able.

G: What is one goal you have for the rest
of the school year?

T: To make honor roll. I can do it though.
It's in my blood. My mom got straight As
when she was younger, so I can do it too.

G: I’'ve seen you at a lot of BELL Scholars
Society events. Which one was your favor-
ite?

T: I think the one where we made the
Dance Pad [July 2009 Bullying Workshop].
It was my favorite because it was scientific,
and we were creating an invention. Oh
actually, the recent one too [“College Starts
Now”] . That game we played [ a goal-
setting game in the Scholar Workshop] was
very fun.

THIS MONTH’S FOCUS: SCHOOL CHOICE

The final half of 8th grade has just
begun, and high school is right
around the corner. You will likely
be attending a different school
next year, and choosing the right
school can be a big factor in your
future success. Work with your
family to make the best choice!

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?

Public schools ¢ Pilot public
schools ¢ Charter schools * Private
schools Have you considered all?
Your scholar has a wide-range of
choices, and most of them are free

able

*  Opportunities for parent in-
volvement

*  Graduate services (does the
school help scholars prepare
for the next step; i.e. high
school, college, or vocational
school?)

#  School culture. Are students
expected to work hard? Do
teachers believe that students
will succeed?

Both Boston-area high schools below admit students regardless of grades, test scores,
or income. However, look at the difference!

SCHOOL A
99% of students passed ELA MCAS
93% of students passed Math MCAS
3% student drop out rate

SCHOOL B
77% of students passed ELA MCAS
66% of students passed Math MCAS
16% student drop out rate

Do you know an outstanding scholar?
Email us at alumni@bellboston.org or
call (617) 740-0454.

or give out financial aid!

WHAT MAKES A GOOD
SCHOOL?

We recommend you look carefully
at your scholar’s school to see
whether it will prepare your
scholar for the demands of college
and the workplace. Some factors
to consider:

x*  MCAS scores and AYP status
(does the school prepare its
students to meet national and
state standards for math and
reading?)

x  Core curriculum and courses
(are students challenged by
their classes?)

*  Support services for students
who need extra help

*  After school programs avail-

QUIZ YOUR
SCHOLARS:
WHAT DO THEY
WANT IN A
SCHOOL™

1. Do you want a small school
(around 50 students per grade), a
big school (300 or 400 students
per grade), or somewhere in be-
tween! If you consider the pros
and cons of each (i.e. more stu-
dents and teachers vs. smaller
class size and closer relationships
with teachers), which wins out?

2. Do you want a strong arts
program! A strong music pro-
gram! A strong computer or tech-
nology focus? A chance to learn a
career or technical skill? What
other passions do you want to be
able to pursue!?

3. Sports: Do you want a school

with lots of offerings or just the
traditional ones! How important is
it to you that the teams do well in
city or state championships! Do
you want a school where only a
small group of students participate
in sports, or a school where every-
one plays a sport?

4. Do you want a school with a
gym! A library!? A pool? A com-
puter lab?

5. Racial diversity; is it important
to you that there are many stu-
dents of color at your school? Do
you want a school with student
groups for students of color?

*Record your scholar’s answers
and refer back to them as you
make your school choices!

HOT LINKS

For more on school choice, see our web-
site at www.bellnational.org/alumni

For more on Boston Public School options,
see http://bostonpublicschools.org

For more on Charter Schools, visit each
school’s website. See hitp://
charterschoolsboston.com for a list

For more on private schools (YES, you
CAN afford them!), see www.aisne.org

Page 2

8th Grade BELL Scholars Society Bulletin

Winter 2010

Page 3



